
Page 1 of 3 
 

DeeDSFB final minutes 19th June 2017 

 
 

MEETING OF THE DEE DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD 
Banchory Lodge Hotel 

10:30hrs, Monday, 19th June 2017 
 

Present:   Richard Gledson, Chairman (RG) 
   Victor Beamish (VB) 

Gavin Clark (GC) 
   William Foster (WF) 
   Robert Harper (RH) 
   Alastair Hume (AH) mandate for David Knowles 
   Edward Humphrey (EH) 
   Emma Williams (EW) 
   Keith Young (KY)    
 

In attendance:  Mark Bilsby (MB) 
   Carol Mair (CM) 
    
Apologies:  Lawrence Ross, Clerk to the Board (LR) 
   Will Boyd-Wallis (WBW) 
   Samantha Fleming (SF) 
   Stuart Fleming (StF) 
   David Knowles (DK) 
   Ian Murray (IM) 
   Scott Rutherford (SR) 

Edwin Third (ET) 
Bert Webster (BW) 

 

The Board members were reminded of their responsibilities to the Dee DSFB and to state whether they had any 
declarable interests in agenda items.  
 

1. Apologies 
 

As tabled above. 
 

2. Chairman’s Introduction  
 

RG welcomed Emma Williams from Aberdeenshire Council, who will be attending meetings in place of Linda 
Mathieson. 
 

RG informed the Board that the PIP Project had won the award from the River Restoration Centre awards and is 
also a finalist in the award by the Chartered Institute of Ecologists and Environmental Managers for best large 
scale conservation project in the UK. 
 

RG informed the Board that Jamie Burnett had stood down from the Dee Salmon Fishery Company. To be eligible 
for this vacancy the candidate cannot be a member of the DSFIA Standing Committee, but they do have to be 
both a Dee DSFB member and Proprietor. WF suggested VB be put forward but VB expressed no interest in the 
position. It was agreed that LR was put forward for the post. 
 

3. Minutes & Matters Arising from Meetings on 24th April 2017 
 

RG asked if the draft minutes were a true representation of the Meetings. All agreed and the minutes were 
approved. 
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Matters Arising 
 

FMP                        -  There were concerns from all DSFB’s regarding the FMP template from Scottish 
Government. Responses are being returned to Scottish Government and a reply 
from them is expected by autumn. 

 

Hatchery - The website has been updated. 
 

Seal Scarer - The costs had been circulated. 
 

Planning                - Progress had been made in streamlining applications with a pooling of generic 
comments/concerns. Jamie Urquhart was to be developed to assist in planning 
applications. 

 

Recapture Rates  - WF had circulated a paper on recapture rates. This was discussed by the Board. If the 
recapture rate is not varying greatly and remaining consistent then it is largely 
irrelevant. MB confirmed that allowance for this is made in the fishing categorisation 
model. 

  
 MB circulated the River Dee: Stock Component Review 2006 following discussion 

from the previous meeting.  
 

WFR                       - Covered in the agenda. 
 

Training                - First aid and River Rescue courses had been investigated for the Ghillies. the first River 
Awareness Course would be on 12th July. 

  
 The Board can facilitate H&S at work if this is requested by the Proprietors. 
 

Redd data            - MB has the report in draft but the information still requires to be put into context. 
Lorraine Hawkins will have this completed by the end of August.  

 

4. Finance 
 

a. Draft Accounts for the Year Ending March 31st 2017 
 

MB confirmed a first draft of the accounts had been received and will be issued to the Board members to give 
them time to review and comment. The Accounts will then be presented at the meeting in August for approval. 
 

b. Banking Arrangements 
 

Internet banking was discussed by the Board. Previous types of internet banking did not allow for dual signatory 
and did not meet the Board’s needs. However, the levels of protection offered by internet banking was now in 
line with the authorisation needs of the Board and it was proposed that we now move to this form of banking. 
 

This was approved by the Board. 
 

c. Assessment 
 

The Assessor was now in receipt of the information required and the revised valuation roll would be issued 
shortly. 
 

5. River Office Report 
 

The River Office Report had been issued to the Board prior to the meeting. 
 

WF asked, re the smolt trapping and tagging, if this was worthwhile after considering the potential mortality of 
smolts after being tagged. 
 

MB advised on retrieval of the receivers this will give an insight into whether there is a tagging mortality or if it 
is due to predation. A report will be prepared for the AGM. 
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Areas affected by Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam and their continuing control were discussed. 
 

WF asked if many burns were affected by livestock intrusion. MB pointed out that SEPA in their walk-over survey 
found 419 breaches of general binding rules. These are being addressed through farm visits with SEPA and 
through the work of the PIP Project and subsequent Dee Riparian Habitat Project. 
 

WF asked if the Harbour Board had responded to the letter regarding turbidity as work had started and fish were 
being affected. 
 

KY responded that the Harbour Board have worked with the Dee DSFB and Marine Scotland. The Harbour Board, 
while spending money in the correct manner, will not allocate budget to something not included as a condition 
of the licence. Monies cannot be justified on adult salmon monitoring unless decreed by Marine Scotland. 
 

RG stated that whilst the Board require monitoring of salmon past the development site it is up to Marine 
Scotland as the regulatory body to make it a condition of the works.  
 

The Harbour Board website can be accessed for information on the progress of the development. 
 

Predators – closed session 
 

6. Wild Fisheries Reform – Closed Session 
 

7. AOB 
 

RH informed the Board of ongoing diffuse pollution problems where the compound to collect pollution had not 
been checked for effectiveness and he questioned if this was incompetence. He also stated that he has not 
received any response from SEPA regarding this incident. It was agreed that MB would take this up with SEPA. 

Action MB 
 

WF requested that paperwork for future meetings is issued 5 calendar days before the meeting. 
 

8. Dates of next meetings 
 

The next meeting will take place on Friday 11th August at 10:30, venue to be decided. 
 

The subsequent Board meeting will be on 12th October at 17:30 followed by the AGM at 19:30, venue to be 
decided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………………………………………..  Date…………………………………………… 
 

Richard Gledson, Chairman 


