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DeeDSFB Annual Public Meeting final minutes 15th January 2018 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING OF THE DEE DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD 
AT BANCHORY LODGE HOTEL, BANCHORY 

19:00 HRS, WEDNESDAY 15th JANUARY 2018 
 

PRESENT:   Richard Gledson, Chairman 
    Lawrence Ross, Clerk to the Dee DSFB   
 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mark Bilsby 
    Flora Grigor-Taylor 
    Lorraine Hawkins 
    Ross Macdonald 
    Carol Mair 
    Edwin Third    
    

Richard Gledson wished everyone a happy new year and welcomed them to the Annual Public Meeting of the 
Dee DSFB. The purpose of this meeting is to bring everyone up to date with the work being done on the River 
and to consider the Statutory Annual Report and the Accounts. These had already been approved at the AGM in 
September. 
 
2017 had been better than 2016 which in turn had been better than 2015. People reported seeing fish but fishing 
efforts had been hampered in April and May due to lack of water in the River. It was reported that redds were 
up on last year by around 40-50%. 
 
The smolt tagging and tracking programme had continued and had extended to the mouth of the River. Smolts 
from the top of the River had been included and tagged. The results of this will enable better management of 
the fish population. The programme this year will be extending the listening array from the harbour to a distance 
of 10km from the harbour. We are also hoping to be able to tag fish going out to sea. 
 
The Board and Trust staff have been extremely busy with the smolt programme and the additional work created 
by the invasion of pink salmon. This involved checking for possible spawning and destruction of any redds found. 
 
Wild Fisheries Reform had been a big topic 3 years ago but has now gone quiet and there is nothing new to 
report. Mark Bilsby, River Director, is due to meet with the Cabinet Secretary on Wednesday. The Dee DSFB is 
still working with the Don DSFB. 
 
Mr Gledson stated there is renewed optimism on the River, with FishDee bookings already up on this time last 
year. The new FishDee website is now up and running. 
 
Mr Gledson thanked everyone for their support and the River Office staff for all their work. 
 
Consideration of the annual report and accounts 
 
Lawrence Ross covered the annual report and accounts as part of the presentation, available on the website.  
 
Activity updates & Smolt tracking programme 
 

Members of the Trust and Board staff gave presentations on the information gathered and the projects being 
undertaken. These presentations are available on the website. 
 
(link to presentation) 

http://www.riverdee.org.uk/f/articles/Dee-DSFB-APM-January-2018.pdf
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Agenda items from members of the public 
 

There were no agenda items received. 
 

AOB 
 

Questions were taken from the floor on aspects raised by the previous presentations. 
 
Q Were pink salmon noted further upstream? 
A There had been sightings at Banchory, but, if they wanted to, they could get to the 

top of the catchment. 
 
Q Any further fish at the Culter Dam counter? 
A In 2017 15 salmon were counted, whereas in 2015 & 2016 there had been 10. Good 

numbers of juveniles had been found. In theory this year would be due to sea 
returning fish. 

 
Q How many fish do dolphins take? 
A We haven’t looked into this as we are tight on resources so are spending time and 

effort on projects which can achieve results. 
 
Q Is there any way to protect the smolts, like transporting them past a pinch point? 
A What we need to do is define the route the fish take to offer them protection from 

developments and fishing vessels. 
 
Q What are you allowed to remove from the goosander numbers? 
A A count of the number of birds is undertaken once a month from September to May 

and this is used to calculate the amount of fish removed from the system. The 
traditional licencing time covers January to April but we are trying to get this period 
extended. However, there is an emphasis on disturbing the birds to get them to move 
on. 

 
Q Is the goosander endangered? 
A No, but it is a protected species. 
 
Q Are seal numbers increasing? 
A There are random seal sightings but the persistent sighting is number 18. 
 
Richard Gledson thanked everyone for attending and confirming the Statutory Annual Report considered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Signed:………………………………………………………………  Date:………………………………………… 
Richard Gledson, Chairman 


