
Survey Results for NENNIS Questionnaire – July 2020 

In June 2020, a questionnaire was sent out to all 134 NENNIS Forum members, regarding the closure of the 

project.  The questionnaire sought feedback about the work done so far and aimed to assess the 

need/appetite for continuing the Forum after funding/project closure for NENNIS in Sept 2020, from our 

members.   

We had a reasonable response rate to the survey and there was an overall consensus amongst respondents 

that the Forum should continue after the project closes in Sept 2020.    

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Background  

The North East Non-Native Invasive Species (NENNIS) Project has been working over the last three years to 

try and assist local communities to tackle non-native invasive plant species in north-east Scotland.  

The NENNIS Project is closing in September 2020, as LEADER funding ceases and the project will be shut 

down.  The project is currently led by Aberdeenshire Council and the River Dee Trust, and is funded by 

LEADER (2017 – 2020). 

NENNIS has been working with a wide range of organisations, community groups and individuals (including 

volunteers) to encourage the reporting of invasive species and to support work by local communities to 

tackle this problem.  

The project aimed to support a long term, sustainable means of controlling invasive species by engaging 
community groups to undertake control work, which has involved: 

• Providing training for herbicide spraying qualifications for volunteers/community groups, promoting safe 
usage; 

• Provision of resources (e.g. herbicide, sprayers, PPE) for suitably qualified volunteers/community groups; 
• Development of a Protocol for community groups to ensure safe delivery of INNS control work; 
• Establishment of the NENNIS Forum to discuss experience from the various groups involved in this work, 

provide updates on new techniques for control and changes to the regulations and to discuss the best way 
forward and help deliver invasive non-native plant removal.  

  
What happens after the funding has ceased?  
 
LEADER funding for the NENNIS Project will cease in September 2020.  At present, there is no funding in 
place to continue this project, but it may be that some small elements of it can be continued through 
existing organisations and volunteer input.   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What were the results of this questionnaire used for? 

 
The questionnaire aimed to find out which elements delivered by the project were found to be most useful, 
by our NENNIS Forum members, and would value being continued in the future, should resources be 
available. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
  



SURVEY RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The NENNIS Questionnaire was sent to all Forum members, via our seasonal newsletter and e-mail 

invitations.  In total, we had 42 responses (out of a total of 134 recipients), from Forum members that 

received the questionnaire.   

 

Despite receiving less results than expected, overall, we have received fairly conclusive results from the 

recipients that replied.  

It is possible that people are not receiving our newsletters and e-mails that we send out, or that our mailouts 

are sent to individuals spam folders and are not read. In future, we will be sending out newsletters via e-mail 

and Mailchimp to ensure that our readers are receiving our news successfully.   

An analysis of the results for each question and associated comments received, are summarised below, with 

recommendations from the INNS Steering Group.   

  



Question 1 

 

 

ANALYSIS 

The responses to Q1, as to whether the NENNIS Forum is useful, indicate a diversity of interest, in terms of 

content presented at Forum meetings.  

It seems that we are providing a good range of interesting topics at the Forum. 

  



Question 2 

 

 

ANALYSIS  

From the responses received for Q2, the results indicate that the Forum should be enabled to continue and 
supported in the years ahead.  The Forum meeting, as an annual feature, is a good focus for keeping people, 
groups and organisations in touch about INNS issues both locally and nationally. 

The positive support advocates that we should continue something similar in future, and there is member 

backing to continue the Forum meetings and that the range of issues being covered are considered useful 

and relevant.   

The INNS Steering Group should collectively find some way to maintain the annual meetings of the Forum if 

funding can be found. 

  



Question 3 

  

ANALYSIS 

From the responses received for Q3, it is concerning that 12% of survey respondents are not receiving the 

Forum Newsletter.  We know this is an issue for some organisations such as Scottish Natural Heritage and 

Aberdeen City Council.  As we send out our newsletter via the Mailchimp platform, it is possible that the 

newsletter is going into SPAM and people are not reading it or unable to access it.   

In future, to ensure that Forum members do receive the newsletter and other updates, it may be necessary 

to either: 

a) send out a link for Mailchimp subscription to all Forum members to (re)enable people to receive and 

view newsletters (and to disable it being sent to spam); or  

b) to email all Forum members the questionnaire was sent to and ask those not receiving it to let us 

know, so we can establish what the issue is, in order to fix the problem. 

In terms of the people who are successfully receiving the newsletter, it appears that it is useful to recipients 

and that the content variety is supported.   From the positive responses received, it is recommended that 

the INNS Steering Group should consider a means of continuing the newsletter in the future. 

 



Question 4 

 

 

ANALYSIS  

In response to Q4, it is great to see some proactive volunteering; and the broad spectrum of content appears 

to cover the interests of the majority of respondents. 

Interest in local INNS issues and alternative means will require some continued attention after the NENNIS 

funding/project closes.  If possible, we will need to maintain a channel of information through the new 

NENNIS website.  



Question 5 

 

 



ANALYSIS  

From the responses received for Q5, ¾ of respondents made it clear that advice and guidance provided by 

NENNIS is a vital and significant component of the work that we must sustain.  Realistically, this component 

of the work is most feasible for us to continue to deliver.  The new website and perhaps newsletter, once 

finalised and launched, will provide access to guidance on control methods.  Detailed site-specific or species-

specific guidance is likely valued.  The INNS Steering Group need to discuss whether we can continue to 

provide this to landowners and community groups. 

Access to training, materials and equipment is valued by 1/3 of respondents.  This possibly reflects the 

difficult nature of the work which is not necessarily going to appeal to a wide range of volunteers, but 

generally those with a specific interest in the areas affected by invasive plant species or those with a specific 

interest in a local site. 

The opportunity to contribute as part of a work party is important to many people and the INNS Steering 

Group should investigate how we can assist potential volunteers to do this through links to other projects 

such as SISI or established community groups in their area. 

  



Question 6 

 



ANALYSIS 

The responses received for Q6 make it clear that we need to promote awareness and use of the NENNIS 

website.  At present, awareness of the NENNIS website is relatively low and we need to establish the best 

means of promoting it in future, also keeping the information on it as current as possible and relevant to the 

area and potential users.   

In future, the INNS Steering Group should consider a launch event, possibly with the Dee Catchment 

Partnership (DCP), to promote the new website, once it is online.  In addition to this launch and promotion 

could also occur by various other means, such as a PR event, social media and publication on River Dee Trust 

(RDT) website and neighbouring catchments local newsletters etc. 

  



Question 7 

 

 

 



 

ANALYSIS 

We received a good range of responses for Q7, with practical suggestions which could easily be integrated 

and provided through the new NENNIS website, once thoroughly updated and launched.  

We will take on board the recommendation about dating the information put onto the website, ensuring 

clarity, enabling people to establish how up-to-date the information is. 

In addition to the above, a link to NESBReC species maps page could be added, to show the location of 

known records for each of the species. 

  



Question 8 

 

ANALYSIS 

Clearly, there is a good level of awareness of and usage of NESBReC amongst Forum members.    



Question 9 

 

 

ANALYSIS 

In conclusion, regarding Q8 & Q9 responses, there is cognizance of and usage of NESBReC amongst Forum 

members.  It would be useful in future for us to promote, further engage people and clarify how to use 

NESBReC on our updated NENNIS website, perhaps linking directly to pages of interest for local invasive 

species.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 10 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

ANALYSIS 

The comments received, in response to Q10, are fair regarding how important all these issues are concerning 

INNS and ranking them. All of the issues are important individually, as well as collectively.   

Long-term funding is clearly an issue of concern, as is the lack of a co-ordinated response overall, despite 

what may be occurring locally.  The latter is something we set out to address at a local level, through 

NENNIS, but clearly there is still a problem with this. 

From the results obtained, it is surprising that the current legislation is not considered more important.  It is 

possible that people are not aware that the legislation does not actually require landowners to control INNS.  

It is useful to see comments relating to new INNS species, illustrating that our audience is very passionate 

about prevention rather than treatment. Concern about new species becoming a problem is fairly high on 

the list and this will be addressed to a large extent through biosecurity plans and national measures that are 

in place.  Raising awareness of these at a local level will be important in future.  The work we are doing to 

raise awareness amongst gardeners of potential problem species, and the new Plant Alert project by BSBI 

should go some way to supporting this issue by helping to recognising some problematic species at an early 

stage. Proactive response to prevent the incursion of new invasive species is paramount.  There may be 

possible opportunities to expand biosecurity awareness here with SISI and other organisations/individuals 

through the revamp of Biosecurity Plans. 

  



CONCLUSION 

Overall, the questionnaire results are expected and in general our Forum meeting and newsletter content 

has been relevant, throughout the last three years.  In terms of the feedback, to what we have provided so 

far and what we may still need to cover once the project funding stops, suggests that there is still plenty for 

the INNS Steering Group/NENNIS to keep delivering, as highlighted in the survey long term funding is 

essential but challenging for us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


