
The North East Non-Native Invasive Species Forum 
 

Chair’s Introduction 
 
Welcome to the on-line collection of papers and presentations that were to have formed 
the basis of our Forum at the Kintore Arms Hotel in Inverurie on the 25th March 2020.  We 
are currently living through the rapid spread, around the world, of a virus that is having a 
devastating impact on individuals, our families, our communities and our Society.  It shows, 
at an extreme level, what an Invasive Non-Native species can do to us at the direct human 
level. 
 
Our natural environment is increasingly impacted by and under threat from INNS.  We can 
see the short-term macro impacts on a daily basis.  What is more complicated to understand 
are the longer-term micro and macro impacts on the natural world in the UK, in Scotland 
and locally.  In order to have a chance of understanding these impacts we need more 
research, more surveys and more data.  This should include not only original research but 
also applied research that measures impacts not just of the INNS themselves but of the 
various technical applications used to manage, control and eradicate them. 
 
The technical issues that require addressing in controlling INNS across the country can often 
appear insurmountable in particular settings.  This can be overcome by good 
communication around the practicalities, good training of the staff in organisations; of 
contractors, where currently there seems a paucity of options in some areas; and of 
volunteers and community groups.  The creation of transferable skills seems an obvious 
long-term aim. 
 
There is also a need for clear policy frameworks not just locally but at national government 
level as well.  Such frameworks should include an understanding of the spread of INNS 
across Scotland, their impacts (societal and financial), the need to control and eradicate, the 
mechanisms for doing so, the groups to be involved, the timescales required to have any 
chance of achieving success and the costs.  There is a great requirement for political 
understanding and support for the control of INNS, in particular the very long-timescales 
which will be required and the resources necessary.  Support for and the encouragement of 
local INNS resilience groups would be a wise way forward. 
 
An understanding of the significant impacts caused by INNS requires not just technical 
solutions but individual, community and political support if we are to succeed in eradicating 
them from our environment. 
 
This forum plays an important part in the process of knowledge transfer, of community 
support and in political engagement.  I hope it will be continued for some time to come. 
 
I commend these presentations and papers to you. 
 
Martin Auld 
16/04/2020 


