
Ury Riverside Park SCIO – how local community groups can contribute 

The Ury Riverside Park is a new park being developed by the Ury Riverside Park SCIO (Scottish 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation) which is essentially a voluntary community group working in 

partnership with Aberdeenshire Council.  The park is approximately 60ha of former agricultural land 

on the flood plain of the River Ury, a tributary of the River Don in Inverurie.  It is between the 

Inverurie Retail Park and the Osprey Village and extends from the Oldmeldrum Road to the 

Rothienorman Road.  The park floods to a lesser or greater amount several times each winter. 

At present the land is owned by Aberdeenshire Council and managed by the community group.  

Eventually the URP SCIO hopes to go down the community asset transfer route to take over the park 

completely.   

The park is being developed to develop and enhance the natural and semi-natural habitats and 

create other areas of new habitat, public access as well as areas for informal recreation.  The River 

Ury meanders through the park creating interesting wetland habitats dominated by reed canary 

grass and giant hogweed.  Some areas near the river lie wet most of the time.  Most of the 

remainder of the park is former arable land so offers a blank canvass for habitat development.  New 

areas of native woodland have been planted mainly on the higher areas of ground, with wildflower 

seed mixes being sown and supplemented by wildflower plug planting over the last year or so.  A 

relatively large and flat area, nearest the Inverurie Retail Park, has been sown as an amenity grass 

area which will be mown to allow for informal recreation, could host outdoor events and in time will 

have a play area (dependent on funding).  An extensive path network gives easy access to most of 

the park with access from the Oldmeldrum Road and Osprey Village at present.  Other entrances are 

planned. 

So how is the group contributing to invasive non-native species control?  The main invasive species 

on the site is giant hogweed.  It is present along most of the riverbanks in large quantities.  The park 

is at the lower end of the river catchment, so we are to some extent at the mercy of the upstream 

landowners to manage the extensive areas of giant hogweed upstream.  However, given the high 

public use of the park and the close proximity of the hogweed we decided we had to do something.   

Following discussions with Aberdeenshire Council Landscape Services in early 2018 the Council 

offered to spray the majority of the hogweed using their own teams which we thought was great.  

However, for various reasons, they only managed to tackle a small amount so many of the plants 

produced more seed.  In 2019, following discussions with the NENNIS staff,  Aberdeenshire Council 

Landscape Services team agreed to employ a contractor to spray as much of the hogweed as they 

could starting in late mid to late May, By this time several of the community group had undertaken 

the training to be able to do some of the spraying work to treat any plants away from the main 

stands or any that had been missed.  Once again, the best laid plans didn’t work.  The contractor 

didn’t start when it was first agreed he would.  If he had started then, the weather was perfect, 

warm, dry and reasonably still.  When he did start the weather was wet and windy, so he was unable 

to treat very much and he didn’t manage to complete the job.  We were hoping the contractor 

would be back to finish the job, but he didn’t.  By the time all this was apparent the plants were in 

flower and just about to produce seed, so another year mostly lost.  However, the group did manage 

to get out and spray off a good number of young non-flowering plants that had appeared away from 

the main stands, probably as a result of the previous years flooding spreading seeds.  This has helped 

reduce the spread of the giant hogweed into new areas. 



Further meetings and discussions were had with the Landscape Services Team and NENNIS staff to 

come up with a plan for 2020, these started in the autumn of 2019 to make sure it could all go to 

plan!  This time we looked at an alternative strategy, we were going to try mowing the majority of 

the plants where the ground conditions were suitable, starting in late April and repeating once a 

month through to July/August in the hope that this would weaken the plants and stop them 

flowering.  In areas that couldn’t be cut, spraying would continue.  All this was to be done by a 

contractor, with the volunteers spraying off any outlying plants as needed.  By cutting the main 

stands we hoped to reduce the amount of potentially harmful plant material on site, weaken the 

plant, be less weather dependent and probably only have to spray some the plants late in the 

summer.  This might also help other vegetation to develop and help to out compete the giant 

hogweed.  It was noticeable that there was no giant hogweed where there was good coverage of 

reed canary grass.  Using less herbicide would reduce the impacts on non-target plants, require less 

herbicide and less time spent in treating giant hogweed and so less potential exposure to volunteers 

and others spraying.  So, looks like a good plan for all concerned.  What could go wrong this time?   

Well, who could have foreseen Covid-19 and the impacts on everyone’s movements and ability to 

undertake this sort of work?  It is looking unlikely that the contractors will be able to start the 

cutting regime when we first planned so we will need to review things once the restrictions are 

reduced or lifted. 

We are also considering trialling the solarisation of the flowerheads in heavy duty black woven sacks.  

The flowerheads are carefully cut off the plants before they set seed (full personal protective 

equipment required) and are placed in the black sacks and left in a safe, out of the way location in as 

much sun as possible.  This heats up the flower heads destroying the flowerhead and any seed in a 

confined and controlled environment.  Once the flowerheads have completely composted, the bags 

can be emptied on site with no risk of spreading seed or having to go through the processes to be 

able to transport the giant hogweed plant material off site. 

Our control work in partnership with Aberdeenshire Council and NENNIS hasn’t been the success we 

hoped for yet, but they are committed to helping get the issue sorted.  As Aberdeenshire Council are 

still the landowners, they do retain the responsibility for managing the giant hogweed.  The Ury 

Riverside Park SCIO is a young organisation with very limited resources and would not have been 

able to put in place such large scale works without first identifying and obtaining funding.  Fingers 

crossed we can do something this year, if not 2021 could be the year to see big progress! 

For more information about the Ury Riverside Park see www.uryriversidepark.com or find us on 

facebook.  
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